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PUNT GUIDE 

- This plant ing guida I s  provided t o  a s s i s t  i n  the f i n a l  evaluation o f  PMT-1733 a l k a l i  sacaton a s  
a pro tec t ive  cover on Salfnr .  sa l ine- a lka l i ,  o r  a l k a l i  problem areas. 

s robolus a l ro ides  
h G i -  

species: 
Common name: 

Description: 

~ k c a s s i o n  No.: PHl-1733 

A l k ~ l i  sacaton (Sporobolis a i ro ides )  is a na t ive  warm-season, perennial 
bunchgrass found f r o m  Washin ton and South Oakota south i n t o  Mexico. 
I t  grows Cram 1 to 3 feet (.!-1 a) tall and I s  abundant i n  parts o f  the 
SouUnrast on low a l k a l i n e  f l a t s .  I t  a l s o  grows on gypsun soils and 
open plains. Th i s  grass  will t i l ler  extensively on mist sites. 
Lives tock u t i l i z e  this species  well during the  growing season, b u t  it  
becomes unpalatable when mature and i s  considered fair winter  forage 
rlwn feeding protein supplrnwnts. 

PWT-1733 was selected because o f  the vigor indlcated on s a l i n e  and 
a1 kal Ine areas. 

' 

A n r s  i n  Yhich Field Plantings Should Be Established: 

A l l  MLRA's i n  Oklahoma. 
A l l  MLRA's In Kansas. 

Site Select ion,  Establlshnant, Maintenance, and Evaluation: 

a. Solls - Alkali sacaton prefers deep, fertile lowland, mist sites 
;Eliafoccasionally receive ex t ra  water, b u t  I s  adapted to sa l ine ,  
sa l ine- a lka l i ,  and a l k a l i  s o i l s .  
t o l e r a t e s  considerable deposition o f  sand o r  s i l t .  In se lec t ing  
sites for field plant ings,  emphasis should be placed on sites 
having s a l i n e  or a lka l ine  soils. 

I t  withstands flooding and 

b. For seedbed p r e w r a t i o n ,  seedtn da tes ,  and seedinq methods, refer 
to f b l d  office technla l+  

c. Seed mixture - Seed 1 pound p u r e  l i v e  seed (1.1 kg/ha) of  a l k a l i  
sacaton per acre. Other r a s e s  which a r e  compatible a r e  Canada 

When plant ing a mixture o f  adapted grasses, apply 50-60 pure l i v e  
seed per square foot (538 to 646 pure l i v e  seed per square meter). 
There are 1 , 7 0 0 , ~  seeds per pound (765,00O/kg) o f  alkali sacaton. 

wildrye, switchgrass , tal P wheatgrass, and western wheatgrass. 

Evaluating a Hew Stand: 

Establishment o f  an adequate stand may be d i f f i c u l t  unless r a i n  o r  
i r r i g a t i o n  is timely. Once establ ished,  the plant  requires l i t t le  
maintenance. I t  i s  f a i r l y  drouth t o l e r a n t  once established. A s u i t -  
able stand i s  considered t o  be 1-2 plants  per square foot (10-20 plants  
per square mter). 

Stand Management: 

a. 

b. 

C. 

Weed control - Weeds a r e  not generally considered a problem, 
conslderlng the soils and slte. 

Grarin - Do not allow l ivestock t o  graze the area until the d o ec ve o f  establistnnent has been met. Then only very l l g h t  
grazing should occur, I f  a t  a l l .  Cattle graze a l k a l i  sacaton 
readily during the growlng season. I t  f s  not unnibred (pod 
winter  forage. 

s l t y  production is  from grass  awed about Ju!y 1 or a t  the Sam 
poriod as other  na t iv r  grass  sprclrr. One laowing per year  Is 
reconnmdrd. 

- leave a )-inch (10 o) height when c u t t l n  for hay. Best 
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Evrl urtlon : 

The preferred standard i s  tat 1 wheatgrass, western wheatgrass Canada 
wildrye, or  switchgrass. - 


